
The Foundation of Forgiveness
By Pas tor Paul Chappell

am i lies should stick to gether.  Fam i lies should
watch each other’s back side.  Fam i lies should
stand to gether against out side threats, and stay
close dur ing dif fi cult times.  But some times that

does n’t al ways hap pen.
In the book of Gen e sis, the great man Jo seph had done 

noth ing wrong against his broth ers.  He sim ply had tried to 
obey God, obey his fa ther, and treat his broth ers fairly. 
Jeal ousy got the better of his broth ers and they turned on
Jo seph.  The men he grew up ad mir ing, re spect ing, and
try ing to be like turned on him in a savage way.

Jo seph’s brothers stripped him of his fa vor ite coat,
threw him in a pit, con sid ered kill ing him, then sold him
into slav ery and told their fa ther he was eaten by a wild an -
i mal.  Some fam ily!  But all would not be lost as Jo seph
soon rose to be a very pow er ful ruler in Egypt, with God’s
help.  Soon Jo seph’s broth ers were seek ing his help, and
beg ging for his mercy.  If there ever were a chance for re -
venge, this was it.

How did Jo seph re spond?  He for gave them, mourned
the time he’d missed with them, and of fered to pro vide for
their needs.  What caused Jo seph to for give his broth ers? 
He had learned the value of for give ness and mercy.

One of the most dif fi cult things to do is choose to for -
give rather than seek re venge.  Jo seph had the power to
pun ish his broth ers for how they treated him and some
would say he had ev ery right to do so, but he chose in stead
to for give his fam ily.  Like Jo seph, none of our fam i lies are 
per fect.  We all have strug gles and dif fi cul ties, but if we
de sire to set a godly foun da tion for our fam i lies, we must
learn to forgive each other.

You know better than any one how dif fi cult for giv ing
fam ily mem bers can be.  The ones who are clos est to you
can hurt you the most.  But God’s de sire is for your fam ily
to be a place of for give ness, grace, and res to ra tion.  You
won’t feel like for giv ing the loved one who wronged you,
but just as God for gave you of your of fenses against Him,
so you can for give your fam ily mem bers.  The Bi ble says,
“Be ye kind one to an other, tenderhearted, for giv ing one
an other, even as God for Christ’s sake hath for given you.”
(Eph. 4:32)

Je sus is our ex am ple in ev ery area of our lives.  We
look to Him for guid ance in how to live godly lives on this
earth.  When it co mes to for give ness, His ex am ple is clear
….for give oth ers as He has for given us.  Oth ers don’t de -
serve for give ness for their wrong do ings.  But in the same
way, we don’t de serve eter nal life and for give ness of sins. 
God has way more grace than we have sin.

How for giv ing are you when a fam ily mem ber hurts
you?  This can be hum bling, but don’t be come so pride ful
that you hold on to an ger and hurt.  With Je sus’ ex am ple in 
mind, of fer for give ness when oth ers wrong you.

Selected

Ed i tor’s Note:  The Bi ble is very clear that if you and I are
not will ing to for give nei ther shall you and I be for given! 
You see that ‘for give ness’ is a mat ter of the ‘heart’ (will),
not the emo tions.  “And for give us our debts (tres passes),
as we for give our debt ors (tres pass).  For if you for give
men their tres passes, your heav enly Fa ther will also for -
give you.  But if you do not for give men their tres passes,
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nei ther will your Fa ther for give
your tres passes.”  Matt. 6:12,
14-25.  “So My heav enly Fa ther
also will do to you if each of you,
from his heart, does not for give
his brother his tres passes.”  Mat -
thew 18:35.  “And when ever you
stand pray ing, if you have any -
thing against any one, for give
him, that your Fa ther in heaven
may also for give you your tres -
passes.  But if you do not for give,
nei ther will your Fa ther in
heaven for give your tres passes.”
Mark 11:25-26.

Please let me share one more Bi -
ble verse at this time, which is so
im por tant; “bear ing with one an -
other, and for giv ing one an other,
if any one has a com plaint
against an other, even as Christ
for gave you, so you also must
do.”  Colossians 3:13. 
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If we view our
cir cum stances

through the lens
of Scrip ture - then 
our weep ing will
one day turn to

re joic ing!



The Main Event
Luke 1:26-38

“You will con ceive in your womb and bring forth 
a Son, and shall call His name Je sus.” 

Luke 1:31

Dur ing the Great De pres sion that hit the United States
in the 1930s, a fam ily in the Mid west strug gled to put food 
on their ta ble.  They had no money for lux u ries.

One day post ers all over town an nounced that a cir cus
was com ing.  Ad mis sion would be $1.  A boy in the fam ily 
wanted to see the show, but his fa ther told him that he
would have to earn the money on his own.  The young ster
had never seen a cir cus be fore, so he worked fe ver ishly
and was able to buy a ticket.

On the day the cir cus ar rived, he went to see the per -
form ers and the an i mals pa rade through town.  As he
watched, a clown came danc ing over to him, and the boy
put his ticket in the clown’s hand.  Then he stood on the
curb and cheered as the rest of the pa rade moved by.

The young ster rushed home to tell his par ents what he
had seen – how ex cit ing the cir cus was.  His fa ther lis -
tened, then took his son in his arms and said, “Son, you
did n’t see the cir cus.  All you saw was the pa rade.”

That story is a par a ble of Christ mas,  Many peo ple get
ex cited about the fes tiv i ties but miss the main event.  Dur -
ing this sea son, let’s re mem ber what hap pened in a hum -
ble sta ble and what Je sus’ birth means to us.  -Had don
Rob in son

The world drowns the carol with its sleigh bells-
Giftwraps the man ger-shoves it out of sight’
Yet though the dark ness deep ens and the din swells,
The Star of Beth le hem still shines as bright.  
              -Gustafson

Je sus is the rea son for the sea son

Taken from “Our Daily Bread”, Radio Bible Class
Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI  Copyright 2007,

Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Accepted in the beloved”  Ephesians 1:6

By C. H. Spurgeon 

What a state of priv i lege!  It in cludes our jus ti fi ca tion
be fore God, but the term “ac cep tance” in the Greek means
more than that.  It sig ni fies that we are the ob jects of di vine 

com pla cence, nay, even of di vine de light.  How mar vel ous 
that we, worms, mor tals, sin ners, should be the ob jects of
di vine love!  But it is only “in the be loved.”  Some Chris -
tians seem to be ac cepted in their own ex pe ri ence, at least,
that is their ap pre hen sion.  When their spirit is lively, and
their hopes bright, they think God ac cepts them, for they
feel so high, so heav enly-minded, so drawn above the
earth!  But when their souls cleave to the dust, they are the
vic tims of the fear that they are no lon ger ac cepted.  If they 
could but see that all their high joys do not ex alt them, and
all their low despondencies do not re ally de press them in
their Fa ther’s sight, but that they stand ac cepted in One
who never al ters, in One who is al ways the be loved of
God, al ways per fect, al ways with out spot or wrin kle, or
any such thing, how much hap pier they would be, and
how much more they would honor the Sav ior!  Re joice
then, be liever, in this: thou art ac cepted “in the be loved.”  

Thou lookest within, and thou sayest, not ev ery thing
ac cept able there.  Thy sins trou ble thee; but God has cast
thy sins be hind his back, and thou are ac cepted in the
Righ teous One.  Thou hast to fight with cor rup tion, and to
wres tle with temp ta tion, but thou art al ready ac cepted in
him who has over come the pow ers of evil.  The devil
tempts thee; be of good cheer, he can not de stroy thee, for
thou art ac cepted in him who has bro ken Sa tan’s head. 
Know by full as sur ance thy glo ri ous stand ing.  Even glo ri -
fied souls are not more ac cepted than thou art.  They are
only ac cepted in heaven “in the be loved,” and thou art
even now accepted in Christ after the same manner.
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Of Sin and Sal va tion!

The moral is sue and the sub ject of re pen tance
al ways ap pear in scrip tural faith.  Bib li cal faith is
thus un like the other re li gions of the world.  Oth ers
have their rules and may be al ler gic to cer tain
things they con sider wrong, but they do not have
that great moral stan dard sym bol ized by the Ten
Com mand ments and sup ple mented by the teach ing
of the Scriptures in general.

Be fore the Bab y lo nian cap tiv ity, a be set ting sin 
with the Is ra el ites was their ten dency to yield to the
more pop u lar forms of idol a try in or der to keep up
with the times.  Un der Baal wor ship, they had made 
some clever moves to unite or blend the false re li -
gion with the true.  We have noted that one thing
Bab y lo nian cap tiv ity did for the Jews was to set
them free from ev ery thing that re sem bles idol a try. 
But un til one is saved in his heart, he usu ally gives
up one sin to adopt an other.                           Se lected.



Five Definite Attributes
Define the Deity of

Christ
By W. Herschel Ford

1. God is Om nip o tent.  Om nip o tence is also as -
cribed to Je sus.  While He was upon the earth, He had
power over dis ease and death, over the winds and the
waves.

2. God is Omniscient.  This at trib ute is as cribed to
Je sus.  The woman at the well found out that Je sus knew
all the se crets of her heart.  God is the only one who pos -
sesses all knowl edge, so we know that Christ is God.

3. God is Omnipresent.  He is at all places at the
same time.  It is even so with Je sus.  He tells us that He will 
be wher ever two or three are gath ered to gether in His
name.  He tells be liev ers that He will be with them “even
unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20), wher ever they
may be.  He is at all places at all times.

4. God is Eter nal.  In Gen e sis 1:1, we read the
words, “In the be gin ning (was) God.”  In John 1:1, God
says, “In the be gin ning was the Word.”  God told Mo ses to 
say “I AM hath sent me” (Exod. 3:14).  Je sus said, “Be fore 
Abra ham was, I am” (John 8:58).

5. God is Immutable.  He never changes.  But we
also read of Je sus that He is “the same yes ter day, and to
day, and for ever.”  Je sus pos sesses ev ery char ac ter is tic of
God; there fore, He is God.

Selected.

Chil dren Need a Daddy!

The cry ing need in Amer ica and in our churches is fa -
thers who will lead!  Chil dren need di rec tion!

“Oh,” some one said, “my chil dren lack self es teem. 
They need their daddy to love them and build them up.”

That may be true, but let me tell you what they need
more.  They need Dad lead ing them di rec tion ally.

That’s what the Bi ble said about the mul ti tudes:
“They fainted, and were scat tered abroad, as sheep hav ing
no shep herd” (Matt. 9:36).

A fam ily, like a church, needs a shep herd.  A shep herd
has not only a staff, but he also has a rod!

A fa ther must have a plan!  A fa ther must have di rec -
tion for him self from the Lord!  A fa ther must have the

back bone to say, “We are go ing to church.  No, you can’t
stay home to day.”  A fa ther must have the back bone to say, 
“No, you can’t wear that.”  He must have the back bone
some times to say even to Mama, “This is not what we are
go ing to do.  This is what I be lieve the Lord wants us to
do.”

By  Dr. Dan Reed, Daily Manna

Ed i tor’s Note:  “Rev er ence for God gives a man deep
strength; his chil dren have a place of ref uge and se cu -
rity.” Prov erbs 14:26.

Just Be Real in the Pul pit!

Ear nest ness in the pul pit must be real.  It is not to be
mim icked.  We have seen it coun ter feited, but ev ery per -
son with a grain of sense could de tect the im po si tion.  To
stamp the foot, to smite the desk, to per spire, to shout, to
bawl, to quote the pa thetic por tions of other peo ple’s ser -
mons or to pour out vol un tary tears from a wa tery eye will
never make up for true ag ony of soul and real ten der ness
of spirit.  The best piece of act ing is but act ing; those who
only look at ap pear ances may be pleased by it, but lov ers
of re al ity will be dis gusted.  What pre sump tion!  What hy -
poc risy it is by skill ful man age ment of the voice to mimic
the pas sion which is the gen u ine work of the Holy Ghost!

Let mere ac tors be ware lest they be found sin ning
against the Holy Spirit by their the at ri cal per for mances. 
We must be ear nest in the pul pit be cause we are ear nest
ev ery where; we must laze in our dis courses be cause we
are con tin u ally on fire.  Zeal which is stored up to be let off 
only on grand oc ca sions is a gas which will one day de -
stroy its pro pri etor.  Noth ing but truth may ap pear in the
house of the Lord; all af fec ta tion is strange fire and ex cites 
the in dig na tion of the God of truth.

Be ear nest, and you will seem to be ear nest.  A burn -
ing heart will soon find for it self a flam ing tongue.  To
sham ear nest ness is one of the most con tempt ible of
dodges for court ing pop u lar ity; let us ab hor the very
thought.  Go and be list less in the pul pit if you are so in
your heart.  Be slow in speech, drawl ing in tone and mo -
not o nous in voice, if so you can best ex press your soul. 
Even that would be in fi nitely better than to make your
min is try a mas quer ade and your self an ac tor.

C. H. Spurgeon
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Waiting Still
By Fred Jarvis 

I have a lit tle fel low
His name, you see, is
Paul,
And when I need a fa vor,
I call and call and 
call.

But when we serve
re fresh ments,
Ice cream and cake 
And tea, 
I only have to whis per;
He’s right there at my 
knee.

How off we older peo ple
Are just like that, in
Fact;
We like to get what’s 
Com ing!
How self ishly we 
Act!

Our priv i lege and 
Bless ings
We all ac cept with glee, 
But when it co mes to Go ing,
How few say, “Lord send me!”

“tis true alike of giv ing;
The of fer ings some
hate,
And when it co mes to mis sions,
Their least goes in the 
plate.

Sal va tion was pro vided
Two thou sand years 
ago.

Yet mil lions still are 

wait ing;
Why have we been so
slow?

Oh, let us go now quickly
To lands where dark ness 
reigns
And take the truth of Je sus
To those in Sa tan’s 
chains.

Let’s give our selves and 
money
To save them from
their fate.

Let’s do our best to reach 
them 
Be fore it is too late.

Selected

By faith Abra ham, when he was
called obeyed; and he went out, not

know ing whither he went.
(Heb. 11:8)

Abra ham did not know where he was go ing.  And yet
he went, for God had told him to go.  This was faith; for
faith is obe di ence.

Faith is to obey with out know ing why.  There fore
Abra ham was will ing to sac ri fice his son.  Faith is to obey
with out know ing how.  There fore Abra ham be lieved when 
God prom ised him a son.  Faith is to obey with out know -
ing where; there fore Abra ham went out with out know ing
where he was go ing.

He who be lieves God need not un der stand God in or -
der to obey Him.  He him self need not see a way out; he
need not know God’s plan for the fu ture.  Faith is con fi -
dence.  He who be lieves God re lies on Him and com mits
his life and his path way into the hand of the Lord.

Faith is to leave the re spon si bil ity to God.  His own
sole re spon si bil ity is to be obe di ent and then cast him self
upon the Lord.

Lord, teach me the obe di ence of faith.

Taken from “Rest A While” by Fredrik Wisloff 
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From Our Fellowship Circle

D. & A. T. Se at tle, WA
In times like these we need a Sav ior and praise God we
have Je sus which is won der ful to know Him and to know
He has for given me of all my sins!  I still re mem ber the
day I went for ward and Christ for gave me and gave me
eter nal life - that was on July 1, 1961 at Lu theran Breth ren
Bi ble Camp!

Thank you for a won der ful pa per called ‘Morn ing Glory’
that is filled with good stuff.   

A. & J. L. Souris, ND
En closed please find a gift of $... for the min is try of the
Morn ing Glory.  Thank you for faith ful ness in get ting
God’s Word out to peo ple who don’t re ceive it in church!

U. & L. P. Ven ice, FL
Thank you and may God bless your min is try.  We share
your ar ti cles with so many peo ple!

Ed i tor’s Note: We Need To Hear From YOU!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

ELCA Folks, Listen 
To This Man

I was hon ored to make the ac quain tance of Bishop
Mi chael C. D. McDaniels, for mer ELCA bishop of the
North Carolina Synod, Di rec tor of the Cen ter of The ol ogy 
at Lenior-Rhyne Col lege, Hick ory, North Carolina, and a
mem ber of the ELCA Church Coun cil.  Through out his
ten ure as Bishop of North Carolina (1982-1999),
McDaniel had been an ar dent sup porter of the ELCA and
an op po nent of any one who be lieved in the in er rancy of
Scrip ture.  Yet, sev eral years prior to his death in 2004, the 
Bishop had a rad i cal trans for ma tion, a con ver sion if you
please.  He came to love the Bi ble as God’s “in spired, in -
fal li ble and inerrant Word of God,” and he came to see the
ELCA as a threat to au then tic Lutheranism.

McDaniel’s con ver sion for me was akin to the Apos tle 

Paul’s con ver sion and the re ac tion of peo ple in the early
Church to his con ver sion.  McDaniel once at tacked me for 
my be liefs re gard ing the in spi ra tion and in er rancy of
Scrip ture.  Here are but a few ex cerpts of a speech
McDaniel gave at Con cordia Sem i nary in St. Louis:  

“You are surely aware that the ELCA has been taken
over by the very peo ple our par ents warned us not to play
with when we were lit tle.  It is only now that the ma jor ity
of our mem bers are be gin ning, slowly and re luc tantly, to
re al ize that the per sons writ ing our lit er a ture and directing
our pro grams are hi jack ers, and that this church, once so
dear, so won der ful, so shin ing with grace and glory, is way 
off course.  As more and more peo ple awaken to this fact,
there are in creas ing dis tresses and de mands that the lead -
ers faith fully lead.

“To put hu man sex ual grat i fi ca tion above the Com -
mand ments of God and the clear teach ing of Scrip ture is
sim ply un think able; yet, with out any ELCA leader to say a 
clear “no,” there is a con tin u ing push for the or di na tion of
ho mo sex u als as if they were mar riages.  Fur ther more, as
long as the ELCA health in sur ance pro gram cov ers abor -
tions, a per cent age of each Sunday’s of fer ing pre sented
be fore the al tar of the Lord is go ing to fi nance mur der.

“In view of these and other mat ters in which the
ELCA bows to the paganizing of the church, we must ask
whether this ELCA that we are so be nev o lently of fer ing to 
share with other de nom i na tions any lon ger qual i fies as
bona fide Lutheranism.  In deed, is it a Chris tian church?

“In the study of God’s word, the Pan dora’s Box of the
higher-crit i cal method (as pro fes sor Law rence Rast has
called it) must be firmly shut and thrown away.  Much ink
has been spilled over whether or not the prob lem is the
method it self or those who have used it.  But, in any case,
let us avoid it.  For, as the say ing goes in the moun tains of
North Carolina, “if you lie down with dogs, you’ll get up
with fleas.”  I have ded i cated the re main der of my life to
at tempt ing to open the eyes of my broth ers and sis ters in
the ELCA to the lib er at ing, glo ri ous truth of the in fal li ble,
inerrant word of God.”

Taken from “The Vine and Branches”
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Revival
I have seen re vival meet ings with out much ad ver -
tiz ing, but I have never seen a real re vival with out
tears.      Hyman J. Appelman 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

HOPE
“That by two im mu ta ble things, in which it is im pos si ble for God to lie, we might have strong con so la tion who 

have fled for ref uge to lay hold of the hope set be fore us.  This hope we have as an an chor of the soul, both
sure and stead fast; and which en ters the Pres ence be hind the veil.”  (He brews 6:18 - 19)

HOPE has a lot to do with life as we jour ney from
‘hur dle’ to pos si bly a ‘moun tain top ex pe ri ence’ (A per -
son who has NO ‘hope’ is in a ‘hope less po si tion’ in their
opin ion).  We ‘hope’ for those who we ap pre ci ate and
love; in clud ing the econ omy, the moral de cay, etc. for our 
be loved USA; as righ teous ness exalteth a na tion and sin
is a re proach unto any peo ple!  We ‘hope’ for a good job,
ed u ca tion, po si tion, health, re tire ment, etc. which is not
wrong in it self.  HOPE builds upon the so lid ity of God’s
Word and is not a des per ate grasp ing in the air; BUT a
cer tainty, it is a blessed, pu ri fy ing, com fort ing as sur -
ance know ing that God’s Word is for ever set tled in
Heaven!  Ab so lute cer tainty be cause GOD will never
change, nor HIS PROMISES!  (Be ing God will never
change - nei ther will His Prom ises).   We have an ‘an -
chor’ of the soul, both stead fast and sure IN CHRIST
JESUS!

The noun “hope” when used in the New Tes ta ment,
does not im ply a wish ful at ti tude, but rather a joy ous and
con fi dent ex pec ta tion in that which is prom ised will
come to pass.  For ex am ple:  in a sports ac tiv ity we
‘hope’ that our team will win.  No doubt many times it is
with en thu si asm, ex pec ta tion and an tic i pa tion; but that
does not guar an tee ‘us’ that they will win!  Yes, a good
at ti tude is im por tant, but it does not guar an tee an ab so -
lute win!

There were a ‘few’ peo ple in the New Tes ta ment time
who were look ing for the com ing of the prom ised Mes -
siah af ter 400 years of ‘si lence’; yet rest ing on the surety
of the Prom ise of God for HE can not lie!  “God is not a
man, that He should lie.  Nor a son of man, that He should
re pent.  Has He said, and will He not do?  Or has He spo -
ken, and will He not make it good?” Num bers 23:19

When we speak ‘fre quently’ of the com ing of the
LORD; Je sus did not speak of His com ing for spec u la -
tion or de bate par tic u larly; BUT with the pur pose in
mind to ex hort and en cour age us to live a godly life. 
“And now, lit tle chil dren, abide in Him, that when He ap -
pears, we may have con fi dence and not be ashamed be -
fore Him at His com ing.  Be loved, what man ner of love
the Fa ther has be stowed on us, that we should be called
chil dren of God!  There fore the world does not know us,
be cause it did not know Him.  And ev ery one who has this
hope in him pu ri fies him self, just as He is pure.”  I John
2:28, 3:1 & 3:3.  WE are to be “look ing for the blessed

hope and glo ri ous ap pear ing of our great God and Sav ior
Je sus Christ, who gave Him self for us, that He might re -
deem us from ev ery law less deed and pu rify for Him self
His own spe cial peo ple, zeal ous for good works” Ti tus
2:13-14.  This blessed hope can be none other than “our
Sav iour, and Lord Je sus Christ, which is our hope” I Tim -
o thy 1:1b.  

This is an ac tive and alive HOPE: “Blessed be the
God and Fa ther of our Lord Je sus Christ, who ac cord ing
to His abun dant mercy has be got ten us again to a liv ing
hope through the res ur rec tion of Je sus Christ from the
dead” I Pe ter 1:3.

In the mean time We are to be ‘oc cu py ing till HE co -
mes’!  Saved by GRACE – we are saved to Serve!  “For
we are His work man ship, cre ated in Christ Je sus for
good works, which God pre pared be fore hand that we
should walk in them” Ephe sians 2:10.

Just think of the LOST who are fac ing a hope less
ETERNITY!!!  “’He who be lieves in Him is not con -
demned; but he who does not be lieve is con demned al -
ready, be cause he has not be lieved in the name of the only
be got ten Son of God.  He who be lieves in the Son has ev er -
last ing life; and he who does not be lieve the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him’” John 3:18 &
36.  (Where IN Scrip ture do you find that you are to be a
‘friend’ be fore you wit ness to oth ers?  YES, the love of
Christ con strains you/me!

Con sider the sit u a tion when a ‘min is try,’ that at large
has ‘fallen’ by the ‘way side’ by preach ing only ‘pos i tive’
mes sages, is cor rect ing/re buk ing a brother/sis ter IN Christ 
who is cud dling/prac tic ing SIN in LOVE.  The ques tion is
not should a be liever chal lenge an other be liever who is er -
ring; but how!  Just think for a few mo ments IF you were
the one who is stray ing – would you ap pre ci ate a con -
cerned/lov ing per son ‘cor rect’ you with ETERNITY in
view?  “Breth ren, if any one among you wan ders from the
truth, and some one turns him back, let him know that he
who turns a sin ner from the er ror of his way will save a
soul from death (sep a ra tion from God & eter nal Hell - Ed i -
tor) and cover a mul ti tude of sins” James 5:19-20. 

“Now may our Lord Je sus Christ Him self, and our
God and Fa ther, who has loved us and given us ev er last -
ing con so la tion and good hope by grace, com fort your
hearts and es tab lish you in ev ery good word and work”  
II Thessalonians 2:16-17. 



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

The Story of ST. NICHOLAS

The Story of ST. NICHOLAS is more than Rein deer
and a Red Suit.  When he was im pris oned and tor tured,
Nich o las of Myra re fused to deny Christ.

Once re leased he went out of his way to share the love
of Christ by help ing those in need.  Your chil dren would
be amazed at the brav ery of the man be hind the leg end of
“Santa Claus.”

Selected

Tanzanian Bishop Chastises ELCA

The Rev. Alex G. Malasusa, bishop of the Evan gel i cal
Lu theran Church in Tan za nia, chas tised the ELCA in his
Easter ser mon, and he had harsh words for the Lu theran
Church in Swe den for their re cent ap proval of same-sex
mar riages.  “The Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Tan za -
nia re fuses to rec og nize the de ci sion to al low same-sex
mar riages be cause it is against the Holy Bi ble.  It’s time
Af rica preached to the rest of the world and re mind them
of God’s Word be cause it seems they have for got ten what
the Bi ble teaches,” Malasusa told his con gre ga tions.  He
also urged his church to strive for fi nan cial in de pend ence
so that the U. S. and Eu ro pean churches “don’t use their
money and wealth to threaten us.  Rather, we should leave
them with their money and stick to the Word of God.”

The Vine and Branches

The Faith/Testimony of Honest Thomas:

Did you know the Apos tle Thomas was the first per -
son to bring the Gos pel mes sage to In dia?  To day, many
In dian be liev ers trace their her i tage of faith to the man
once called “Doubt ing Thomas”.  Thomas’ real leg acy
was to carry the mes sage of JESUS Christ to the far
reaches of the known world.  He faced many who de spised 
his (God’s) mes sage, but his faith ful ness sus tained him
even to mar tyr dom. 

Selected

The Holy Spirit is faithfully working in
Iran

De spite the gov ern ment’s crack down, Chris tian ity is
alive and grow ing in Iran.  There are ‘many’ hun gry and
open hearts in Iran!  

Leila, a Mus lim girl, needed an swers to her spir i tual
ques tions (Not nec es sar ily Iran).  She went to her fa ther,
and he beat her.  She went to her Is lamic teacher, and he
abused her.  She fi nally found the an swer in Je sus Christ –
whom is the ANSWER! 

Selected

New Jersey Train Conductor Fired After
Burning Quran

A New Jer sey train con duc tor who burned pages from
the Quran out side a planned mosque near Ground Zero 
…has been fired by Jew Jer sey Tran sit.

The agency says in a state ment that the worker “vi o -
lated his trust as a state em ployee”.  New Jer sey Tran sit
would not elab o rate.

The fir ing raises ques tions about whether the man’s
First Amend ment rights were vi o lated.

Ed Barocas, New Jer sey le gal di rec tor of the Amer i -
can Civil Lib er ties Un ion, says a per son can’t be fired for
off-the-job po lit i cal ex pres sion when that per son is em -
ployed in a nonpolicy-re lated role.

OneNewsNow.com

Denouncing America at Islamic Press
Conference

Did you know that United Meth od ist, Epis co pal,
Pres by te rian, evan gel i cal and other church of fi cials very
re cently gath ered with the Is lamic So ci ety of North Amer -
ica for an “in ter faith sum mit” and press con fer ence in
Wash ing ton, D. C. to de nounce a sup posed “anti-Mus lim
frenzy” in Amer ica?

Por tray ing Amer i cans as big oted and “Islam -
ophobic,” these church of fi cials and oth ers claim ing to
speak for you and your church slammed our coun try as
sup pos edly a dan ger ous place for Mus lims to live.  Of
course, they cited op po si tion to the Ground Zero  mosque
as their ev i dence….  Does skep ti cism about build ing a
megamosque at the site of 9-11’s car nage at the hands of
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“Whoever shall deny Me be fore men, I will also
deny him be fore My Fa ther who is in heaven.”

            Mat thew 10:33



rad i cal Is lamic ter ror ists nec es sar ily equal ha tred?  Many
church of fi cials ev i dently think so!

Institute on Religion and Democracy

Texas Education Board Approves Ban on
“Pro-Islam” Textbooks

In a nar row vote, the Texas State Board of Ed u ca tion
(SBOE) …ap proved a con tro ver sial res o lu tion that calls
for the re jec tion of text books that are “pro-Is lamic,
anti-Chris tian.”

The res o lu tion passed in a 7-6 vote dur ing a re port -
edly con ten tious meet ing.  Al though the res o lu tion has no
im pact on cur rent stan dards, it sends a warn ing to pub lish -
ers that Texas – the na tion’s sec ond larg est text book mar -
ket – will re ject all school books that are favorably bi ased
to ward Is lam while paint ing Chris tian ity in an un fa vor -
able light.

“This res o lu tion will en sure up front that po ten tial bi -
ases are taken care of be fore these books reach the board,”
said board Chair woman Gail Lowe, ac cord ing to the Dal -
las Morn ing News.  

On Fri day, the 13-mem ber panel - two were ab sent -
con sid ered a res o lu tion authored by Randy Rives, who is
not a board mem ber, which would pre vent fu ture Texas
so cial stud ies text books from con tain ing re li gious bias,
spe cif i cally be tween Is lam and Chris tian ity…

The im pact of the SBOE’s de ci sion is ex pected to be
felt na tion wide.  Pub lish ers usu ally ca ter to the text book
de mands of the larger states and of fer those school books
to stu dents in smaller states.  Texas is the sec ond-larg est
text book mar ket in the coun try, be hind Cal i for nia. 

ChristianPost.com

Appeals Court Lets ESCR Funding
Continue

A fed eral ap peals court ruled …that gov ern ment fund -
ing of em bry onic stem cell re search may con tinue while a
le gal chal lenge to the Obama ad min is tra tion’s pol icy on
the …ex per i men ta tion goes for ward.

A three-judge panel of the D.C. Cir cuit Court of Ap -
peals granted a new sus pen sion of a fed eral judge’s Au -
gust 23 rul ing that had halted fund ing of em bry onic stem
cell re search (ESCR)  un der guide lines pub lished last year 
by the Na tional In sti tute of Health (NIH).  Pres i dent
Obama had is sued an ex ec u tive or der ear lier in 2009 over -
turn ing a more re stric tive fund ing pol icy and or der ing
NIH to de vise guide lines con sis tent with his de cree.

The abil ity of stem cells to con vert to other cells and
tis sues has pro vided great hope for de vel op ing cures for

var i ous dis eases, but ex tract ing stem cells from an em bryo 
re sults in the de struc tion of the days-old hu man be ing. 
ESCR has not proven as ef fec tive as other forms of stem
cell ex per i ments that do not harm the do nor.  It has yet to
pro vide any treat ments for hu man be ings and has been
plagued by tu mors in lab an i mals.

BAPTIST PRESS

THOUUGHTFUL PRAISES

(Read Psalm 47)

God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with
un der stand ing - Psalm 47:7

I won der what God thinks about the way we sing at
church.  I’m not talk ing about the qual ity of our voices,
but the hon esty of our words.  If we’re be ing truth ful, the
fol low ing re writ ten hymn ti tles might more ac cu rately ex -
press what’s in our hearts as we sing:

“Just As I Am” is “Just As I Pre tend To Be.”  
“O How I Love Je sus: be comes “O How I Like Je sus.”
“I Sur ren der All” is ac tu ally, “I Sur ren der Some.”
“He’s Ev ery thing To Me” means “He’s Quite A Bit To

Me.”

Je sus said that we are to wor ship Him in truth (John
4:24).  Sing ing sin cerely and with un der stand ing is a se ri -
ous chal lenge (Psalm 47:7). 

Let’s take up the chal lenge by seek ing God’s help to
make the orig i nal ti tles of these hymns true for us.  In re -
pen tance and with out pre tense, let’s turn to Him just as we
are.  In His for giv ing pres ence, let’s de clare to tal love for
Je sus by sur ren der ing all to Him.  As a re sult, Je sus truly
will be come ev ery thing to us.  Then we will be able to sing 
hon estly about Je sus Christ and our love for Him. 

As we make mel ody in our hearts to the Lord (Ephe -
sians 5:19), let’s wor ship in spirit and in truth. 

Joanie Yoder
You are the cho sen of the Lord
To sing His high est praise,
And through the mel ody of song
To show His won drous ways.  - Anon.

To sing God’s praise, 
keep your heart in tune with Him.

Our Daily Bread, RBC Ministries, 
Copyright 2003, Grand Rapids, MI

Permission Granted
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Ministers of God
In all things approving ourselves as the
ministers of God, in much patience, in

afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in
labors, in watchings, by honor and dishonor,
by evil report and good report as dying, and,

behold we live  (2 Cor. 6:4-9).

Paul also men tions other tri als, such as im pris on ment
and the like, which we have not ex pe ri enced.  We are, how -
ever, fa mil iar with the ex pe ri ences enu mer ated in our text. 
It is in the midst of these try ing cir cum stances that we will
dis cover whether or not we are true ser vants of God.

What about our pa tience?  A true ser vant of God will
not be given to mur mur ing and com plain ing.  What spirit
do we dis play in cir cum stances of dis tress and dif fi culty? 
We are fa mil iar with la bors, that is, stren u ous toil; but in
our toil ing do we show our selves to be true and happy ser -
vants?  What of watchings, re fer ring to wake ful nights? 
The night should also be ded i cated to the Lord in the event 
that He should re quire our ser vice while oth ers are sleep -
ing. “By honor,”  that is, when we en joy pop u lar ity.  So we 
show our selves to be true ser vants of God at such times?
“By dis honor” – when we are dis liked, when peo ple slan -
der us and seek to dam age our rep u ta tion.  Do men find us
also un der these ex pe ri ences to be such as are hum ble and
will ing to suf fer?

Paul de clared:  “I do all things for the sake of the Gos -
pel” (I Cor. 9:23).

Taken from “Rest A While” by Fredrik Wisloff

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Star In The Window
Read: Ephe sians 2:1-10

For God so loved the world that He gave His
only be got ten Son.  John 3:16

Dur ing World War II, it be came a cus tom in the United
States for a fam ily who had a son serv ing in the mil i tary to
place a star in a front win dow of their home.  A gold star in -
di cated that the son had died in sup port of his coun try’s
cause.

Sir Harry Lauder told a touch ing story about this cus -
tom.  One night a man was wal king down a New York City
street with his 5-year-old son.  The lit tle boy was in ter ested
in the brightly lighted win dows of the houses and wanted to 
know why some houses had a star in the win dow.  The fa -
ther ex plained that those fam i lies had a son fight ing in the
war.  The child would clap his hands as he saw an other star
in the win dow and would cry out, “Look, Daddy, there’s

an other fam ily who gave a son for his coun try.”
At last they came to an empty lot, and a break in the

row of houses.  Through the gap a star could be seen shin -
ing brightly in the sky.  The lit tle lad caught his breath, “Oh, 
Daddy,” he cried, “Look at the star in the win dow of
heaven! God must have given His Son too.”

Yes in deed!  There is a star in God’s win dow.  Do you
re al ize what He did for you? Be cause of God’s love for us,
He gave His Son, Je sus Christ (Ephe sians 2:4).  Have you
thanked Him? — M. R. De Haan, M.D. 

For God so loved the world, He gave His only Son
To die on Cal vary’s tree, from sin to set me free;
Some day He’s com ing back, what glory that will be!
Won der ful His love to me.  -Smith

Many give their lives for their coun try, 
    but Je sus gave His life for the world.

Taken from “Our Daily Bread”, 
Radio Bible Class, Grand Rapids, MI.
Copyright 2007, Permissions Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

THUS SAITH THE LORD
Is His tory re peat ing it self? Look at this pas sage in Jer e -

miah 5:30-31 and see:  “A won der ful and hor ri ble thing is
com mit ted in the land;  The proph ets proph esy falsely, and
the priests bear rule by their means; and my peo ple love to
have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?”

Cer tainly his tory is re peat ing it self!  False proph ets are
on ev ery hand, be guil ing un sta ble souls and preach ing their 
false mes sages from within the church (2 Pet. 2:1-21).  The
min is try has been de graded into a “pro fes sion” rather than a 
“call ing,” and those who should be “undershepherds” have
be come “over lords” (I Pet. 5:2-3).

“And My peo ple love to have it so.  “How true to day! 
The masses of peo ple are con tent to have the false proph ets
tell them what they want to hear (2 Tim. 4:3-4) even though
they do not speak the truth.  And per haps worse yet, many
of God’s min is ters who know the truth are afraid to “cry
aloud and spare not.”

A church that has grown “luke warm” (Rev. 3:16-17)
and min is ters who have be come “dumb dogs that can not
bark” (Isa. 56:10) need to be awak ened by the cer tainty of
God’s com ing judg ment.  God’s true ser vants will be
sound ing the alarm and cry ing aloud, “Come out from
among them, and be ye sep a rate, saith the Lord” (2 Cor.
6:14-18).

M. H. Reynolds, Sr., 1952, Foundation, Fundamental
Evangelistic Assn., Copyright 2001
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God so loved…
John 3:14-18

Peo ple around the world to day are re act ing to Christ -
mas in a va ri ety of ways.  For many, this is a day of re li gious 
pag eantry and cer e mony.  For oth ers, to day is the cli max of
a com mer cial ized frenzy of fool ish spend ing or a time of
self-in dul gence and sin ful be hav ior.  Oth ers treat Christ mas 
as they would any other day of the year.  Some re fuse even
to men tion the in car na tion of the Lord of Glory.

For the be liever, how ever, Christ mas should be a re -
minder of the truth found in to day’s text.  Per haps no other 
verse in the Bi ble sets forth with such sim plic ity and cer -
tainty the won der ful love of God to all man kind as John
3:16.  The gift that He gave was His only be got ten Son, Je -
sus Christ.  The re sult of re ceiv ing that gift is ev er last ing
life.  How won der ful it is that this price less gift is avail -
able to “who so ever be liev eth in Him.”  Ab so lutely no one
is left out from this in vi ta tion to eter nal life (Rev. 22:17).

We do not know the ex act date of Christ’s birth, but
we know He did come to seek and to save the lost and that
one of these days He is com ing again to re ceive us unto
Him self (Jn 14:6).  As be liev ers we should re joice in the
glo ri ous truth of the in car na tion of Je sus Christ as set forth 
in I Tim o thy 3:16, which says, “Great is the mys tery of
god li ness: God was man i fest in the flesh, jus ti fied in the
Spirit, seen of an gels, preached unto the Gen tiles, be -
lieved on in the world, re ceived up into glory.” Make sure
you have re ceived God’s won der ful gift and use this
Christ mas Day as a spe cial op por tu nity to wit ness to un -
saved loved ones, friends and neigh bors.  Many know
about Christ, but they do not yet know Him.  We must
make Him known.

Taken from ‘Feature’
Fundamental Evangelistic Assn., Inc.

Telephone 805-528-5335

Read Rev e la tion 3-5

The church in Sardis had no Nicolaitanes, no Balaam,
and no Jezebel.  They could boast that there were no false
teach ers, nor was false doc trine be ing taught; but there
was an equally se ri ous evil.  What a fear ful rev e la tion
when the King who knows all things an nounces: I know
your works, that you have a name (rep u ta tion) to be alive,
but you are dead.  Be watch ful, and strengthen what still
re mains and is ready to die: for I have not found your
works per fect be fore God.  Re mem ber there fore how you
have re ceived and heard, and hold fast, and re pent ( Rev e la -

tion 3:1-3). 

The world could en dure the church in Sardis be cause
it had “lost it pur pose for ex ist ing” –  just as a branch sep a -
rated from the vine, it could bear no fruit (John 15:1-10). 
Thank fully there were a few names even in Sardis who
have not de filed their gar ments; and they shall walk with
Me in white: for they are wor thy.  He that over comes, the
same shall be clothed in white rai ment; and I will not blot
out his name out of the Book of Life (Rev e la tion 3:4-5).

Al though the Chris tians in Phil a del phia had lit tle
strength, Je sus com mended them for their faith ful ness,
say ing: You have kept My Word, and have not de nied My
Name (3:8).  The Lord as sured them: Be cause you have
kept the Word of My pa tience, I also will keep you from
the hour of temp ta tion, which shall come upon all the
world (3:10).  

The church mem bers in Laodicea prob a bly con grat u -
lated them selves on be ing mod er ate and broad-minded. 
They could pity the zeal ous Chris tians in other churches
who pro voked the an ger of the world and the wor ship ers
of false gods.  The Laodicean be liev ers could also pride
them selves on their abil ity to com pro mise and make
friends with those who hated Christ.  But Je sus con -
demned this church for be ing nei ther cold nor hot……be -
cause you are luke warm, and nei ther cold nor hot, I will
spew you out of My mouth…….You say, I am rich…..and
have need of noth ing; and know not that you are wretched, 
and mis er a ble, and poor, and blind!  (3:15-17)

Our Lord ap pealed to them to buy of Him gold tried in
the fire.  …Be zeal ous there fore, and re pent (3:18-19),
which means pay the price for true faith which is much
more pre cious than gold that per ishes, though it be tried
with fire (I Pe ter 1:7), and pay the price for white rai ment,
to clothe your shame (Rev e la tion 3:18).

Pop u lar ity, power, and ma te rial wealth can give a
false per cep tion of suc cess and the bless ing of the Lord. 
Com pro mise is self-de ceiv ing and self-de struc tive.  It dis -
torts one’s un der stand ing of right and wrong.

Christ was not in the midst of this sat is fied Laodicean
church, but out side, stand ing at the door, knock ing (3:20).  
To shut out Christ is to shut out the Cap tain of our sal va -
tion, the only In ter ces sor be tween God and Man, the Lord
of our lives, and the Head of His Church.  

Our Lord re bukes His peo ple when we stray, and calls
us to re pent.  Such re bukes are signs of His love.  We have
the prom ise that those who en dure the test ing and re pent
will re ceive prom ised re wards in eter nity.  

The King of kings is still knock ing on doors of men’s
hearts with the in vi ta tion: To him that over comes, I will
grant to sit with Me on My throne, even as I also over came 
and am sat down with My Fa ther on His throne (Rev e la -
tion 3:21).

Taken from “Bi ble Path way,” Murfreesboro, TN
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But godliness with contentment
is great gain

1 Tim o thy 6:6

The stress of eco nomic dif fi culty dark ens many a
home.  I am not now think ing of the fact that many peo ple
are poor and live in very mod est cir cum stances.  That in it -
self need not darken their homes.  But I am think ing of
this, that many par ents do not have the cour age to tell their
chil dren that they are poor.  The chil dren have there fore no 
idea of how mea ger the re sources of the home are.  And
when they see how well their com pan ions are dressed and
what ex pen sive amuse ments they in dulge in, they de mand 
the same.

Then many par ents do one of two things:
Ei ther they re fuse to give their chil dren these things,

but do not dare to give the real rea sons for do ing so – at
which the chil dren be come ir ri tated and feel that fa ther
and mother are do ing them an in jus tice.

Or they give their chil dren these things, though they
know that they can not af ford to do so.  They would not
have their chil dren in fe rior to their com pan ions.

The fam ily debt mounts, and the un hap pi ness of both
the par ents and the home in creases.  This is, no doubt, the
sit u a tion in more homes than we sus pect.

How en tirely dif fer ent it would be if par ents would ac -
quaint their chil dren with their eco nomic sit u a tion!  Let
your chil dren know how much you have to live on for the
month or for the year.  Fig ure out for them how much there 
will be for clothes and how much for amuse ments.

Yes, some say, but is it not too early to darken the lives 
of our chil dren with eco nomic wor ries at their age?

Try, and you will see!  You will not de prive them of
any of their joys.  On the con trary, you will be giv ing them
some thing very valu able: a sense of re spon si bil ity.  And
with a new joy, the joy of help ing fa ther and mother make
both ends meet.

You will also be giv ing them some thing more valu -
able than amuse ments and fine clothes.  You will be help -
ing them to ward con tent ment.  And those who re ceive a
leg acy of this kind be gin life with a wealth of riches.

Reprinted from ‘God’s Word for Today’ 
by O. Hallesby, copyright 1937 Augsburg Publishing

House, 1994 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Concerning The End
Fa ther, I will that they also whom thou has given 

me may be with me where I am; that they may
be hold my glory.  (John 17:24)

Ought we talk to young peo ple, those who are just be -
gin ning their jour ney, and are yet in life’s spring time,
about the end?  May it not mar their hap pi ness?  Yet it is
only the sim ple fact which the Psalm ist de clares, “Our life
is soon cut off, and we fly away.”  And, too, we may raise
the ques tion whether the thought of death nec es sar ily does 
mar our joy in life or our rel ish for work.  That may be true
of those who are al to gether of the world.  Death does end
all – at any rate it ends all that they un der stand life to be. 
These have good rea son, in deed, to dis miss thoughts of
death and eter nity.  But is such a course wise?  The writer
just quoted also says (Ps. 90:12) “Lord, so teach us to
num ber our days that we may ap ply our hearts unto wis -
dom.”

But we have al ready learned, that in the case of our
Sav ior the thought of death not only did not mar his joy in
his life’s work, but on the con trary aroused him to greater
dil i gence in “re deem ing the time.”  Just as lit tle did it af -
fect his en thu si asm for life it self.  Hear in that won der ful
high-priestly prayer in John 17, ut tered when he stood
face to face with death, the clear note of tri umph and glo ri -
ous as sur ance.  And how many of his dis ci ples, with their
end in full view, have re mained strong and joy ful, un der
cir cum stances which would have left the worldling with -
out even the sem blance of glad ness and cour age.  Even so
shall it be in your case, if you will prove your selves dis ci -
ples in deed of Je sus Christ; for the Mas ter’s prayer will be
heard in your be half, “Fa ther, I will that they also whom
thou has given me may be with me where I am; that they
may be hold my glory.”

Let it ever be true of you, “In the world, but not of the
world,” and of you, liv ing or dy ing, it shall be said: “All’s
well that ends well.”

To this end may our heav enly Fa ther re new and in -
crease in you the gift of his Holy Spirit, to strengthen you
in faith, to en able you to live ac cord ing to god li ness, to
give you pa tience in suf fer ing, and to keep you in the sure
hope of ev er last ing life!

 Je sus, still lead on,
 Till our rest be won;
 Heav enly Leader, still di rect us,
 Still sup port, con sole, pro tect us,
 Till we safely stand
 In our Fa ther land.
 Amen. 

Taken from “Follow Me” by Benevolus, 1905
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Read Matthew 1-4
Mary of Naz a reth was be trothed to Jo seph, who was

also from Naz a reth and a de scen dant of King Da vid (Mat -
thew 1:18).  It was the Jew ish cus tom that the be trothal
lasted for one year al though it was not phys i cally con sum -
mated un til af ter the ac tual wed ding took place.  How ever,
the Jews con sid ered the be trothal as le gally bind ing as mar -
riage and re quired a di vorce to dis solve it (Deu ter on omy
22:13-30; 24:1-5).  This ex plains why the an gel told Jo seph
to take unto you Mary your wife (Mat thew 1:20).

The birth of Je sus Christ took place this way: When His
mother Mary was es poused (be trothed) to Jo seph, be fore
they came to gether, she was found with child (preg nant) of
the Holy Spirit (1:18).  When Jo seph learned that Mary was
with child by a mi rac u lous act of God, he found this hard to
ac cept and con sid ered break ing off the en gage ment pri -
vately.  But while he thought on these things, be hold, an an -
gel of the Lord ap peared to him in a dream, say ing, Jo seph,
son of Da vid, fear not to take to your self Mary your wife; for 
that which is con ceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she
shall bring forth a Son, and you shall call His Name Je sus:
for He shall save His peo ple from their sins.  Now all this
was done, that it might be ful filled which was spo ken of the
Lord by the prophet, say ing, be hold, the vir gin shall be with
Child, and shall bring forth a Son, and they shall call His
Name Im man uel, which be ing in ter preted is, God with us
(1:19-23).

Proph ecy fore told that the Mes siah would be long to the
royal house of Da vid.  Both Mary and Jo seph were de scen -
dants of Da vid.  How ever, if Jo seph had been the bi o log i cal
fa ther of Je sus, He would have been born with the Ad am ic
sin na ture which is passed on to the chil dren through the fa -
ther.  This would have made Je sus a sin ner, like all man kind,
and thus un able to save us from our sins.  Fur ther more, He
would not have had a right to the throne of Da vid, be cause
Jo seph was a de scen dant of King Jeconiah, those de scen -
dants God had dis qual i fied from rul ing as Mes siah (Jer e -
miah 22:24-30; also II Kings 24:8-15; II Chron i cles
36:8-10).  Mary was also a de scen dant of King Da vid, not
through Sol o mon and Jeconiah, but through Na than, an other 
of Da vid’s sons (Luke 3:31; II Sam uel 5:13-14).

The mir a cle of the con cep tion of Je sus had been re -
vealed by the prophet Isa iah 700 years be fore the event,
when he fore told: The vir gin shall con ceive, and bear a Son,
and shall call His Name Im man uel (God with us)…the gov -
ern ment shall be upon His shoul der; and His Name shall be
called Won der ful, Coun selor, The Mighty God, The Ev er -
last ing Fa ther, The Prince of Peace (Isa iah 7:14; 9:6).  The
prophet Isa iah spoke of “the one” vir gin in the his tory of
man kind who would con ceive mi rac u lously by the Holy
Spirit.  This re sulted in the birth of “the One” who is (Mat -
thew 1:23).  The (Holy Spirit through - Ed i tor) Apos tle John
con firmed this when he wrote: The Word (Christ) was made

flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be held His glory, the
glory as of the only be got ten of the Fa ther,) full of grace and
truth (John 1:14).  

Our Lord and Sav ior was born by mi rac u lous con cep tion 
in the like ness of sin ful flesh (Romans 8:3), but with out the
in her i tance of the Ad am ic sin na ture.  Our Cre ator took on
our phys i cal na ture in a mi rac u lous un ion of the hu man and
the Eter nal One, so that we might be re deemed from sin and
cre ated spir i tu ally new in the im age of God.

Chris tian ity started with a mir a cle, the Babe of Beth le -
hem, who was both the Son of God and the Son of Mary. 
Like wise, a mir a cle takes place in the lives of all who re ceive
Him, to them He gave the power to be come the sons of God,
even to them that be lieve on His Name: who are born not of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God (John

1:12-13).
Taken from “Bible Pathway,” Murfreesboro, TN

An Ar rest ing Phrase
Luke 3:23 - 38

You may have heard of the man who had been read ing
the phone book.  When asked what he thought of it, he re -
plied, “Well, it has a large cast of char ac ters, but there’s not
much of a plot.”  Per haps that is your sen ti ment when read ing 
the ge ne a log i cal re cords of the Old and New Tes ta ments. 
You know what it is like when you come to them – you heave
a sigh, your eyes glaze over, you start to wade through them
and fi nally give up and move on, won der ing to your self what
earthly good there could be in in clud ing such a list of names
in the first place!  This is ex actly what too many Bi ble read ers 
do – they ei ther skip over such a list of names or read them
quickly so as to move on.  Yet it is im por tant to pause and see
their im por tance.  

Un like Mat thew who pro vided a ge ne al ogy from Abra -
ham (Matt. 1:1-17), Luke in cludes a ge ne al ogy that reaches
back to the be gin ning of hu man his tory – to Adam (v. 38). 
The point is that Je sus is not only the ful fill ment of the prom -
ises to Abra ham (v. 34) and to Da vid (v. 31) but also the em -
bodi ment of per fect hu man ity.  Je sus Christ is very God and
very man – two whole and per fect na tures joined to gether
into one per son.  Thus, an ar rest ing phrase, re fer ring to our
Lord, is em ployed by Luke in verse 23 – “And Je sus Him -
self.”  Why add the word him self? It would have been sim ple
enough to say, “Je sus be gan to be about thirty years of age.” 
In stead, Luke em pha sized the per son al ity that he had al ready
de scribed through the first three chap ters – “the man Christ
Je sus” (I Tim. 2:5).  Mary was in structed to “call His name
JESUS” (1:31), and Luke re veals this “Je sus Him self ” – and
none other, as His ge ne al ogy con firms.  JED

Taken from “Feature,” Fundamental Evangelistic Assn.
Inc., Telephone 805 - 528-3335
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Be not afraid; for be hold, I bring you good
tid ings of great joy which shall be to all the

peo ple: for there is born to you this day in the 
city of Da vid a Sav ior, who is Christ the Lord.  

Luke 2:10-11.

JESUS was born on a dark win ter night.
Yes, since the day of the fall, it had been one long

night.  With out light from heaven, the souls of hu man kind
groped their way to ward the grave, gen er a tion af ter gen er -
a tion.  With out hope and with fear ful forebodings.

How ever, some stars did light up the dark ness.
They were the prom ises God had given the lit tle, de -

spised, and now so griev ously op pressed, peo ple of Is rael.  
And there were some righ teous and de vout peo ple look ing 
for the con so la tion of Is rael.

The darker it grew, the more pre cious the stars be -
came.  

And one win ter night, while some shep herds watched
their sheep out side of Beth le hem, the light for which they
had been wait ing fi nally came.  The glory of the Lord
shone round about them.

And they were sore afraid. 
But the an gel un der stood them and said: “I bring you

good tid ings of great joy.  A Sav ior is born to you this
night.  En ter into the city and you will see Him your -
selves!”  

There upon he drew aside the veil and the heav ens
were filled with an gels who sang the joys of Christ mas
into the hearts of fear ful hu man be ings.

Christ mas fear and Christ mas joy – the two have gone
to gether ever since the first Christ mas here on earth.

We all be come fear ful when the ce les tial light shines
upon us and we see how lit tle Je sus means to us, how oc -
cu pied we are with our selves and with our own af fairs.

Let us now go hand in hand to the man ger and tell Him 
the truth, how full of fear we are and what it is that we fear.  
And then let us ask that heaven may be opened a lit tle also
unto us, that we may join in the heav enly song of praise:
“Glory to God in the high est!”

Reprinted from ‘God’s Word for Today’ by O. Hallesby, 
copyright 1937 Augsburg Publishing House, 1994

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission

Ed i tor’s Note:  There seems to be some con cern in re -
gards to ac tu ally what time of the year Je sus born was (In -
car na tion).  What dif fer ence does it make?  The FACT is
that HE WAS BORN TO DIE for your sin and mine;
which is the ab so lute IMPORTANT FACT!  “For you
know the grace of our Lord Je sus Christ, that though He
was rich, yet for your sakes He be came poor, that you

through His pov erty might be come rich.  Thanks be to God 
for His in de scrib able gift!”  (II Co rin thi ans 8:9 & 9:15)  “‘I,
Je sus, have sent my an gel to tes tify to you these things
in the churches.  I am the Root and the offspring of Da -
vid, the Bright and Morn ing Star’”  (Rev e la tion 22:16). 
“You are wor thy, O Lord.  To re ceive glory and honor and
power; For You cre ated all things.  And by Your will they
ex ist and were cre ated.  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al -
mighty, Who was and is and is to come!   And they sang a
new song, say ing:  You are wor thy to take the scroll, And
to open its seals: For You were slain, And have re deemed
us to God by Your blood out of ev ery tribe and tongue and
peo ple and na tion, And have made us kings and priests to
our God; And we shall reign on the earth.”  (Rev e la tion 4:11,

4:8b, 5:9-10)

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Middle of the Roaders!
The mid dle-of-the-road man is the theo log i cal men -

ace of this cen tury.  He has been a dan ger-driver; to his in -
flu ence may be at trib uted the tri umph of in fi del ity in the
var i ous camps.  His vote has been the bal ance of power,
and it goes al most uni formly to the theo log i cal left ists. 
The mid dle-of-the-road man com monly mis takes com -
pro mise for discretion.

Some years ago, on the rapid rise of mod ern ism (lib er -
al ism), we be lieved that many of these peo ple were
self-de ceived and did not in tend to be com pan ions in the
de struc tion of the Faith and the dis tress of the true church;
but as time has moved along and the re sults of lib er al ism
have be come in creas ingly ev i dent, it seems im pos si ble
that in tel li gent in di vid uals should not realize that.

The mid dle-of-the road man will tell you in pri vate
con ver sa tion that he ac cepts all the fun da men tals, but
when there co mes a show down, he uni formly votes with
the op po si tion and con se quently dis claims the Faith
which he him self has pro fessed, since he is eas ily the bal -
ance of power in pop u lar as sem blies.  On that ac count, the
mid dle-of-the-road man is a greater men ace to the Faith
than is the liberal.  

Be liev ers can meet the lib eral in the in tel lec tual fo rum 
and come out worse in a de bate, but that fact avails lit tle,
since the vic tory and the ar gu ment are wrested by the pop -
u lar vote.  That is why the mid dle-of-the road man men -
aces the very life of the Lord’s churches.  

Dr. W. B. Riley
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Learning From Lincoln
Few peo ple have the tact that Pres i dent Lin coln had

when deal ing with a sit u a tion that tempts one to use harsh
mea sures.  

When the dark est clouds of the Civil War were hov er -
ing over the Capitol, many things done by the gen er als
were not ap proved by ei ther Lin coln or Sec re tary of War
Stanton.  Lin coln let Stanton show his an ger, and when the 
lat ter ex claimed, “I would like to write him a let ter and tell 
him what I think of him!”  Lin coln re marked qui etly,
“Well, why not do so?  Sit down and write him a let ter,
say ing all that you have said to me.”

Stanton was sur prised, for he thought that Pres i dent
Lin coln would ob ject to this.  He de clared that he would
take the pres i dent at his word.

Two days later, he brought Lin coln the let ter he had
writ ten and read it to him.  When Stanton had fin ished,
Lin coln smiled and re marked, “That is all right.  You have
said all you told me you would.  Now, what are you go ing
to do with this let ter?”

“Why, I am go ing to send it to him, of course.”
“I would n’t,” re plied the pres i dent quickly.  “Throw it

in the waste bas ket.”
“What, af ter spend ing two days on it!” ex claimed

Stanton.
“Yes, it took you two days to write it, and it did you a

lot of good.  You feel a great deal better now, and that is all
that is nec es sary.”

The let ter went to the waste bas ket, and Stanton
learned an im por tant les son.

What do you think was “the im por tant les sons”
learned from the pres i dent?  Could it be that he learned the 
fol low ing:

1. Don’t re act in an ger.
2. You don’t have to say ev ery thing you think. 
3. You some times can wisely leave well enough

alone.
4. Seek ing con fi den tial coun sel can keep you

from mak ing a mis-step.
5. Harsh ness is not a good ap proach.
6. Kind ness sea soned with mercy is al ways in or -

der.
7. A wrong re sponse to some one else’s wrong do -

ing can make a bad sit u a tion even worse.
What else did you learn from the Stanton-Lin coln il -

lus tra tion?
Adapted from ‘Capitol Voice’/Sword of the Lord.

SELF-ESTEEM
“Let noth ing be done through strife or vain -

glory; but in low li ness of mind let each es teem
other better than them selves.”  Philippians 2:3.

There is a great em pha sis these days, even among
Chris tians, on de vel op ing a pos i tive self-im age, build ing
up one’s self-es teem, and seek ing self-ful fill ment.  The
em pha sis is on one’s own self.  But God’s Word teaches
differently. 

One fa mous tele vi sion pas tor even de vel oped his own
unbiblical def i ni tion of sin: “Sin is any act or thought that
robs my self or an other hu man be ing of his or her self-es -
teem.”  Then he even re de fined be ing born again as be ing
“changed from a neg a tive to a pos i tive self-image.”

Such con cepts are di a met ri cally op posed to Scrip ture, 
though of ten cloaked in pseudo-bib li cal garb, and they are 
lead ing mul ti tudes away from the true gos pel and true
Chris tian life.  We do not need a pos i tive self-im age.  In re -
al ity, we need a re al is tic self-im age – to see our selves as
God sees us.  Paul warned: “For I say, through the grace
given unto me, to ev ery man that is among you, not to think 
of him self more highly than he ought to think; but to think
so berly, ac cord ing as God hath dealt to ever man the mea -
sure of faith.” (Romans 12:3)

Paul served Christ faith fully for 30 years, yet still es -
teemed him self as chief of sin ners (I Tim o thy 1:15), and
tes ti fied that it was only “by the grace of God I am what I
am” (1 Co rin thi ans 15:10).  Je sus said: “If any man will come
af ter me, let him deny him self  (Luke 9:23).  “God hath cho -
sen the fool ish things of the world to con found the wise;
and God hath cho sen the weak things of the world to con -
found the things which are mighty; And base things of the
world, and things which are de spised, hath God cho sen,
yea, and things which are not , to bring to nought things
that are: “That no flesh should glory in his pres ence.” (1
Co rin thi ans 1:27-29)

Henry M. Morris, PH.D.  
Taken from ‘Days of Praise’

Institute for Creation Research - Copyright 2010
Used by permission
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Com pro mise is Self-de ceiv -
ing and Self-de struc tive;

It dis torts one’s un der stand -
ing of right and wrong!
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Up Date

Clos ing one year & start ing a new!

TIME is also a bless ing/gift from GOD!  You
see in ‘eter nity’ there are no Timex’s
watches/clocks NOR cal en dars as ‘eter nity’ is
‘time less’!  But GOD in His mercy broke down
‘time’ for our ben e fit even though we are ‘eter nal’
be ings!  Is n’t HE mar vel ous?  “So teach us to num -
ber our days, That we may gain a heart of wis dom”
Psalm 90:12.  Oh how we NEED to hear from you
in or der to keep this ‘min is try’ go ing - pref er a bly on 
a ‘reg u lar’ ba sis; but rest as sured that ‘all’ gifts are
truly ap pre ci ated be they big or small in the eyes of
man.  May the Lord es pe cially bless you who are
obedient to His promptings.  

Ac cept this chal lenge: Why not also share in
this ‘min is try’ col lec tively through the An nual
Meet ing of your lo cal con gre ga tion?  Time is fleet -
ing and the need is great!

“But with out faith it is im pos si ble to please
Him, for he who co mes to God must be lieve that He 
is, and that He is a rewarder of those who dil i gently
seek Him”  He brews 11:6.  We don’t en cour age to
‘give’ in or der to ‘get’ but no tice an other of God’s
many prom ises: Honor the LORD with your pos -
ses sions, And with the firstfruits of all your in -
crease; So your barns will be filled with plenty, And
your vats will over flow with new wine” Proverbs
3:9-10.

Oc to ber In come for Morn ing Glory was
approx. $1,205.00

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing & send ing of each 
is sue of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,300 plus con -
sid er able other ex penses are in volved.   

Making no apologies for the old time
Christianity and seeking to
practice/preach the same 
(by the GRACE of GOD)!

From the Hauge Lu theran
Inner mission Fed er a tion Board,

fam i lies and work ers:  
May YOU en joy the bless ings
that God be stows upon YOU

and have a Blessed Christ mas
and a truly Won der ful New

Year!


